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Afforestation and reforestation programs under the REDD+ framework have emerged as one of the best 

practices to increase carbon stocks in forests through carbon sequestration. As a result, the forestry sector in 

India is helping to reduce the effects of climate change.

In the long run, promotion of native tree species along with mixed plantations under these programmes can 

lead to the development of a healthy natural ecosystem. As Native trees are an essential part of our ecosystem 

and play a critical role in maintaining the ecological balance of our planet. They provide numerous bene�ts, 

such as improving air quality, reducing soil erosion, and providing habitat for wildlife. These trees are 

particularly important because they are well adapted to the local environment, and therefore require less 

maintenance and resources to grow and thrive. 

In Chandigarh, there are several species of native trees that are found in the area. One such tree is the Neem 

tree, which is known for its medicinal properties and ability to purify the air. The mango tree, which is also the 

state tree, is another native tree found in Chandigarh, is valued for its fruit and shade-giving properties.

The major objective of developing this booklet has been to acquaint the readers with the native trees of 

Chandigarh in order to encourage the planting of native trees. By planting and conserving native trees in 

Chandigarh, we can help create a more sustainable and healthier environment for future generations.

I would like to congratulate the EIACP team, who have made a signi�cant and valuable contribution to the 

compilation and design of this booklet. I would also like to acknowledge Dr. Daizy R. Batish, Professor, 

Department of Botany, Panjab University, Chandigarh, for providing technical help during the compilation of 

the booklet.
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Learning about 
The Native Trees of Chandigarh

The increase in the frequency of natural disasters due to climate change observed in the environment in 

recent years has led people to understand the importance of the environment. With an intent to combat 

climate change, the Indian government has been pursuing reforestation and afforestation through many 

programs across the country to increase the forest cover. One of the major issues associated with the 

afforestation and reforestation activities in natural and urban habitats is the introduction of the exotic species 

especially �ora which are introduced for greening the area. 

These species sometimes become potential threat as they become invasive in nature, out casting the natural 

vegetation further negatively affecting ecosystem services upon which human societies depend (Charles and 

Dukes 2007). The invasive species except becoming potential threat can pose several other ill effects such as 

causing toxicity and allergic reactions (Nentwig et al. 2018), homogenizing biotic communities by replacing 

native species (Ku¨hn and Klotz 2006).

The native species, which are well acclimatised to the local environment, on the other hand, help in providing 

undisrupted ecosystem services. All the lower and higher level of animal species depends on the native �ora of 

the region for their food requirements, shelter etc. Most importantly the native plant species does not require 

additional requirement of resources for its growth and maintenance. In short, native species not only support 

ecosystem services but also supports the native fauna of the region. Therefore, to keep the ecological balance 

of an area it is very important for planners to safeguard the existence of native plants and should promote less 

of the exotic plants for the plantation in the natural and urban landscapes. 
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Union Territory of Chandigarh is well 

known for its green cover which at 

present covers more than 50% of its 

area. The U.T. has well planned green 

cover which majorly consists of its parks 

and road side green stretches, beside 

noti�ed forest areas. The tree lined 

avenues not only provide visual treat to 

the eyes but also provides natural shades 

to the path walkers and vehicles 

especially in summers (Figure 1). The 

wel l -p lanned parks  a lso  provide 

recreational and health bene�ts to the 

children and adults. Several taxonomists 

have studied the �oral diversity of 

C h a n d i g a r h  t i l l  d a t e.  T h e  m a j o r 

publications on �ora of Chandigarh till 

date are Observation on the Flora of 

Chandigarh and its Neighbourhood-I, II, 

III (Sharma and Sharma 1966,1967,1968); 

Trees of Chandigarh (Singh et.al.,1998); 

Tree Treasures of Chandigarh: A guide to 

d i v e r s e  u r b a n  t r e e s c a p e  ( K o h l i 

et.al.,2021) and Medicinal Plants of 

Chandigarh (Department of Forests and Wildlife, U.T., Chandigarh) etc. 

Between 1966 and 1968, Sharma and Sharma compiled a list of 860 plant species in Chandigarh. In the “Trees of 

the Chandigarh” 33 evergreen and 26 �owering tree species list have been given. Detailed descriptions of total 

79 trees have been given in the “Tree treasure of Chandigarh”. The above literature, as well as data from the 

Department of Forest, Chandigarh, have been considered in compiling the inventory of native trees in the 

region. At present there are 70 tree species that are native to the Indian Subcontinent, and out of these, many 

species belong to the Sub-Himalayan tract or Shivalik, of which Chandigarh is a part. Out of the 32 families of 

the native tree species found in Chandigarh the family Fabaceae had the highest number of tree species 

followed by Moraceae Figure 2. The list of all the native tree species is given in the Table 1 below:

Flora of the Chandigarh 

Figure 1: Green spaces in Chandigarh 
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Table 1: List of the Native trees of Chandigarh
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AmaltasKikar Amla

HaradBaheda Palash

JamunSemal Kadamba

Ashok Kachnaar

Siris Neem

Shisham Mango

Peepal Kathal

Rubber Tree Common Crape Myrtle

Figure 3: Different Native trees found in the vicinity of Chandigarh
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Conclusion

The majority of the trees found in Chandigarh belong to the Indian subcontinent and somehow are related to 
the region. As the native �ora is the basis of the urban and natural landscape, further efforts should be made to 
encourage the planting of these native tree species in order to increase the proportion of these species in the 
U.T.’s tree cover and promote sustainable biodiversity. As properly planned and implemented, native �ora can 
provide a host of environmental, economic, and aesthetic bene�ts. From a purely aesthetic perspective, 
native plants are often more attractive, colourful, and fragrant than non-native plants. Additionally, they 
require less maintenance, are more tolerant of local conditions and require fewer pesticides and fertilizers to 
thrive. From an environmental perspective, native �ora is often better at providing habitat for local wildlife, 
reducing soil erosion, and reducing pollution. Native plants often require less water and can be used to create 
natural buffers that reduce noise and air pollution. Finally, from an economic perspective, native plants can 
improve property values, reduce energy costs, and create a more desirable living environment. They also help 
create local jobs, as many native plants are grown locally, providing economic bene�ts to the local economy. 
Native �ora may also reduce the risk of invasive species, which can be costly and di�cult to remove. Policy 
makers and planners should consider the importance of incorporating native �ora into their plans to ensure a 
more sustainable and resilient urban and natural environment.
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